NPS Need to Know Newsletter Acquisition Research Program, 2020-04-24 by Johnson, Michelle & Asch, Larry
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
DSpace Repository
Acquisition Research Program Acquisition Research Program Need to Know Newsletter
2020-04-24
NPS Need to Know Newsletter Acquisition
Research Program, 2020-04-24
Johnson, Michelle; Asch, Larry
Monterey, California. Naval Postgraduate School
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/66545
This publication is a work of the U.S. Government as defined in Title 17, United
States Code, Section 101. Copyright protection is not available for this work in the
United States.
Downloaded from NPS Archive: Calhoun
Dear ARP friends, 
This week brings issue #5 of ARP’s weekly newsletter, which highlights key developments in 
acquisition, policy, government innovation, and research—as well as the latest news about ARP 
events and research. As always, let us know if you are doing work we can highlight in future 
issues.   
 




This Week’s Top Story  
 
No Winner Likely In JEDI Court Battle; ‘Just Pull The Plug?’: Greenwalt 
Sydney J. Freedberg Jr., Breaking Defense  
 
What looks like progress for the Pentagon in its five-month legal battle with Amazon Web 
Services is just a new variety of stalemate, a leading acquisition expert said. 
 “The machinations of the legal system will continue to provide pyrrhic victories to DoD or some 
contractors,” former Hill and Pentagon staffer Bill Greenwalt told me, “but in the end, no matter 
what happens, DoD – after almost three years struggling to make JEDI work – will end up 
trailing the commercial IT market, as it has done now for decades.” 
The Department of Defense was already behind the curve when it comes to adopting cloud 
computing, Greenwalt said. Even government intelligence agencies have moved faster, let 
alone the private sector. 
“Look at the timelines,” he told me. “The cloud first appears at the CIA in 2013 and in the 
commercial marketplace in the 2000s. DOD was way behind the curve in 2017 when it started 
this acquisition.” 
Read more.  
 
Acquisition and Innovation 
 
 
Pentagon bracing for three-month slowdown on major defense equipment 
Aaron Mehta, Defense News 
Undersecretary Of Defense (A&S) Provides Update on DOD COVID-19 Response Efforts 
Department of Defense 
Will bureaucracy descend on the Air Force ABMS program? 
Eric Lofgren, Acquisition Talk  
GAO Blasts Air Force’s All-Domain Battle Management Effort 
Teresa Hitchens, Breaking Defense 
Judge Grants Pentagon’s Request for Corrective Action on JEDI Cloud Contract 
Frank Konkel, NextGov 
Harvard Students Partner with the U.S. Air Force to Help Kessel Run Grow 
Harvard Kennedy School 
FCC unanimously approves spectrum plan Pentagon rejected 
Aaron Mehta, C4ISR 
The Air Force made a surprise decision to sole-source the Long Range Standoff Weapon. 
Here’s who will move forward. 
Valerie Insinna, Defense News  
DARPA awards nine new contracts to foster drone swarm technology 
Nathan Strout, C4ISR Net 
50 Vendors Vie For Air Force Flying Car 
Theresa Hitchens, Breaking Defense 
Palantir goes to space, inking first deal with Space Force 
Jackson Barnett, FedScoop 
Upcoming report to Congress on space acquisition expected to be ‘groundbreaking’ 
Nathan Strout, C4ISR Net 
DoD, Norway Partner On Ramjets For Navy Hypersonic Missiles 
Theresa Hitchens, Breaking Defense 
'Disruptive' missile defense technologies sought 
Jason Sherman, Inside Defense 
 
Defense and Federal Government 
 
The Defense Department Needs a Real Technology Strategy 
Paul Scharre and Ainikki Riikonen, Defense One  
How to finally end the debate over why, how much to invest in cybersecurity 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network 
Space Force Accepting Applications Starting May 1 
Rachel S. Cohen, Air Force Magazine 
Defense Department study calls for cutting 2 of the US Navy’s aircraft carriers 
David B. Larter, Defense News  
Sherman leaving ODNI, joining DoD as next deputy CIO 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network 
Stop China’s predatory investments before the US becomes its next victim 
Jeffery A. Green, Defense News 
China's strategy to reorient US tech companies is exposed — what next? 
Alex Gallo, The Hill  
Mission Capable: How the Navy Harnessed Its Data to Achieve 80% Fighter Readiness 
Megan Eckstein, USNI News  
 
COVID-19 and Contracting 
 
COVID-19 Response —Contracting with Speed 
George Mason University Center for Government Contracting 
Congress unleashed $2 trillion amid pandemic. One person is overseeing how it’s spent 
Mary Clare Jalonick and Matthew Daly, Federal Times 
White House details how agencies should call back federal employees, resume ‘normal’ 
operations 
Nicole Ogrysko, Federal News Network  
The Pentagon Will Use AI to Predict Panic Buying, COVID-19 Hotspots 
Patrick Tucker, Defense One  
New Cybersecurity Regulations ‘On Track’ Despite Virus 
Yasmin Tadjdeh, National Defense Magazine 
How the U.S. Digital Service is helping during the coronavirus pandemic 
Billy Mitchell, FedScoop 
 
Section 809 Panel Updates 
 
ARP is tracking the implementation status of the 98 recommendations produced by the Section 
809 Panel. You will find recent posts about that effort here, and you can read more about it on 
our website. 





In January 2019, the Advisory Panel on Streamlining and Codifying Acquisition Regulations 
concluded that FAR 16.504(c)(1) is contradictory because it first delegates responsibility for 
determining the number of awardees to the contracting officer, then reserves the determination 
for a higher authority. The panel recommended revising the statutory requirement to obtain 
head of the agency approval for single source task order or delivery order contracts exceeding 
$112 million, and repealing FAR 16.504(c)(1). 
 
ARP and NPS Updates 
 
Resilience Activation and COVID-19 
Ned Powley (Associate Professor of Management at NPS), LinkedIn 
Army Grad Turns to NPS to Advance Education for Acquisition Pros 
John T. Dillard, NPS In Review 
 
ARP is on social media  
ARP’s new social media accounts post the day’s top news story, updates about ARP research, 
and information about the upcoming symposium.  
Follow us; tag us with your news: twitter @arp_nps  LinkedIn: @acquisition_research_program 
 
Policy and Regulatory Updates  
Class Deviation 2020-O0014—Flexibilities for Electronic Delivery of Information Related 
to Suspensions and Debarments 
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment 
M-20-23: Aligning Federal Agency Operations with the National Guidelines for Opening 
Up America Again 




FCC and Ligado are undermining GPS – and with it, our economy and national security 
Sen. Jim Inhofe, Sen. Jack Reed, Rep. Adam Smith, Rep. Mac Thornberry; C4ISR Net 
 
20 empty seats: Coronavirus may slow Pentagon’s push to fill vacancies 
Aaron Mehta and Joe Gould, Defense News  
 
Cyber policy suggestions for Pentagon could be implemented this year 
Andrew Eversden, Fifth Domain 
 
 
Research and Higher Education  
 
This is the Navy’s plan for launching its new community college 
John R. Kroger, Navy Times 
To Prepare For A Crisis, Read Fiction 
Richard Fontaine, War on the Rocks  
 
 
Read the newsletter online:  
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